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1.   An Ethnoarchaeological Study of Mortuary Practices and Megalithic Traditions of the 

Mundas of Jharkhand 

Himanshu Shekhar 

 

 Death rituals are one of the most important rites of passage for an individual. Rituals 

performed after death are supposed to help the soul in its journey to its final heavenly 

abode. Therefore, it is important to perform various rites and rituals for the deceased 

person. This paper is an attempt to study the funerary rituals and associated Megalithic 

traditions practiced by the Mundas of Jharkhand. The paper deals with different steps 

taken during funeral ceremonies of the Mundas (including both primary and secondary 

funeral practices), which have been associated with the Megalithic tradition. This 

ethnographic data can be used to infer different aspects of Megalithic archaeology of the 

region by using both direct historical and general comparative analogies. 
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2. Recent Discovery of an Acheulian Locality near Khaksar Lake, Aurangabad District, 

Maharashtra 

Jayendra Joglekar and Sharad Goswami 

 

The present communication is about a recent discovery of an Acheulian locality in the 

Aurangabad District of Marathawada region of Maharashtra. References to Acheulian 

finds in this region are negligible. Therefore, the latest finds are important to understand 

the spatial distribution of the Acheulian sites especially in the Deccan trap region. The 

discovery of Acheulian artefacts within a regolith context away from any river is a rarity 

in the Deccan trap region. This paper briefly describes the geomorphic context and 

typology of these Acheulian artefacts. 

 

J. Joglekar and S. Goswami, Man and Environment XLV(1): 13-17 [2020]. 

ME-2020-1A02 

 

 3. Geo-archaeological Explorations in Tripura (2018-2019): A Report 

Manjil Hazarika, N.R. Ramesh, B.C. Poddar, Salim Javed, Y.S. Sanathana and Hemant 

Dalvi 

 

This paper presents the results of the incisive geo-archaeological explorations carried out 

in parts of the Khowai, Hoara and Sonai river valleys in Tripura. This was undertaken as 

part of the Field Trip Project of the 36th International Geological Congress (IGC). 

Extensive and systematic Quaternary mapping in the 1980s by the Geological Survey of 



India, using a morphostratigraphic approach generated multi-disciplinary data on 

Quaternary geological history, besides establishing the presence of prehistoric human 

cultures in this part of Northeast India. After a gap of some three decades, the present 

research group with multi-disciplinary backgrounds undertook some extensive geological 

traverses and archaeological mapping across some of the well-mapped Quaternary fluvial 

sequences in the intermontane valleys of Khowai and in West Tripura districts to 

understand the context of the Stone Age sites. The Quaternary deposits significantly host 

stratified records of prehistoric artefacts made exclusively of petrified fossil woods of 

Neogene origin. The in-depth survey strengthens our understanding of the vertical and 

horizontal continuity of the Stone Age materials in certain areas of the Sonai Valley, 

which appears to be the most widespread prehistoric site covering an area of approx. 

0.256 km2. The study opens up vistas for further research on the chronology and cultural 

affinities with the neighbouring regions of Myanmar and Bangladesh. 
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4. Techno-typological Analysis of Surface Microliths from Ichhapadar Site in Bargarh 

Upland, West Odisha 

Sudam Deep 

 

Microlithic sites, especially in eastern India are distributed over a wide area across the 

states of Bihar, West Bengal and Odisha. Archaeological fieldwork and excavations 

carried out by various scholars have widened the understanding of prehistoric human 

behaviour in this part of the country. During the last few decades, a number of 

Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic sites have been reported from Odisha. The 

discovery of Microlithic sites in the Jira Valley, western part of Odisha, is of fundamental 

importance to understand the Early Holocene communities that inhabited this region. The 

present paper is based on the surface exploration made by the author in 2012-13 in the 

Jira River system of the Bargarh Upland. It mainly illustrates and discusses the 

Microlithic site of Ichhapadar discovered during this exploration. An effort to analyse the 

lithic artefacts in terms of tool types and raw materials has been made. 
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5. Archaeological Explorations of the Sorath Harappan Settlement at Nadapa in Kachchh 

District, Gujarat 

S.V. Rajesh, G.S. Abhayan, M. Vishnu, Bhanu Prakash Sharma and Anil Chavan 

 

This paper presents the results of the explorations carried out at Nadapa in Kachchh 

District, Gujarat. The study brought to light a settlement with characteristic Sorath 

Harappan features (Urban Harappan and Post-Urban Harappan phases) which was later 

occupied during the Medieval period. The site also yielded other regional ceramic types 

like Gritty Red Ware of Anarta tradition and Reserved Slip Ware. Like many other 



Sorath Harappan sites, it was protected by a massive stone fortification wall though the 

surficial evidence for industrial production of craft items is scanty. 
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6. Recent Archaeological Investigations in Coorg District, Karnataka 

D.M. Chandan Kumar and V. Sobha 

  

Despite its rich heritage, the district of Coorg (Karnataka) is not well explored 

archaeologically. Recent explorations in Coorg, with a focus on Megalithic sites, have led 

to the emergence of new sites as well as interesting burial features in this hilly region. 

Presence of circle slabs with a head-like circular feature, perhaps symbolizing an 

anthropomorph, is among the uncommon features noticed at some of the sites. Isolated 

occurrences of menhirs in sacred groves, coffee plantations and thick forests are 

enigmatic. A few stray Neolithic celts were also identified in the course of explorations in 

this region where Neolithic history is little known. 
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7. Preliminary Report on Excavations at Sakas, District Sasaram (Rohtas), Bihar (2018-19) 

Vikas Kumar Singh, P.P. Joglekar, Manisha Singh, A.K. Pandey, Ratnesh Tripathi, C.L. 

Pandey, Gargi Chatterjee, D.P. Singh, Sudarshan Chakradhar, Aftab Alam, Sunil Kr. 

Singh, Brij Mohan, Dhananjay Kumar, A.P. Singh, 

U. Singh, A. Singh, Veena Mushrif-Tripathy and Ravindra N. Singh  

 

The site of Sakas is located in Sasaram (Rohtas) District, Bihar at the foothills of the 

Vindhyan-Kaimur Range, on the ancient trade route connecting Kashi with Pataliputra. 

The site excavated in 2019-20 by the Banaras Hindu University revealed rich cultural 

assemblages from the Early Farming Period to the Chalcolithic Period including the in-

between transition phase. The cultural remains comprised of circular mud structure, 

hearths, mud walls, post holes, and different floor activities. Besides, many microliths 

made up of chert, agate, and chalcedony, were recovered. The evidence of eight human 

burials is noteworthy. Several antiquities recovered from the excavations include beads 

made of semi-precious stones and terracotta, bone points, hop-scotches, terracotta wheels, 

and an ear ring made of copper. Biological remains include animal bones, charred grains, 

and tiny pieces of charcoal collected through flotation. This article describes the 

preliminary results of the excavation conducted during 2018-2019. 
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8. Continuity and Change in Animal Exploitation at Kantipuleswar, an Iron Age Site in the 

Middle Mahanadi Valley of Odisha 

  Pankaj Goyal, P.K. Behera and Sakir Hussain  



 

Kantipuleswar, an Iron Age site in the Middle Mahanadi Valley, is located in Angul 

District, Odisha. A small-scale excavation at this site was conducted by the Post Graduate 

Department of History, Sambalpur University, Odisha. The excavation at the site 

revealed three broad phases of Iron Age occupation, viz., Phase I (Early Iron Age), Phase 

II (Middle Iron Age) and Phase III (Late Iron Age). Animal remains were collected from 

all the three phases. These remains were studied using standard method of 

archaeozoology developed at the Archaeozoology Laboratory, Deccan College, Pune. 

The present paper presents the results of this analysis. A total of 1042 skeletal elements 

were studied. The faunal assemblage revealed the presence of six domestic species 

(cattle, buffalo, sheep, goat, pig and dog). The wild mammals identified at the site 

include nilgai, sambar, swamp deer, spotted deer, barking deer, blackbuck and porcupine. 

In addition, two species of reptiles and one molluscan species were also recorded from 

the site. 
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9. Observations on the Faunal Remains from Early Historic Site of Kholapur, Vidarbha, 

Maharashtra 

  Kanchani Prova Koch, Arati Deshpande-Mukherjee and B.C. Deotare 

 

The site of Kholapur, an Early Historic site in the region of Vidarbha, is located on the 

right bank of the Purna River in Amravati District, Maharashtra. Excavations at the site 

were conducted in 2007-08 and 2008-09. These excavations revealed a large number of 

animal skeletal fragments. These fragments were analysed by using modern 

archaeozoological methods at the Archaeozoology Laboratory, Deccan College, Pune. 

The analysis of these bones revealed the presence of 24 species of mammals, 5 species of 

birds, 2 species of reptiles and 11 species of the molluscs. In addition to domestic 

mammals, a number of wild animals were utilized by the inhabitants of the site. Some of 

the characteristic features of this assemblage were the presence of a large number of 

bones of common house rat and exploitation of a variety of molluscan shells. 
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1. Acheulian Assemblage at Damdongri-2, Madhya Pradesh, India: Preliminary Observations 

Niharika Srivastava, S.B. Ota, Sushama G. Deo and Suman Pandey 

 

The present communication is about Damdongri-2, an Acheulian locality situated in the 

Raisen district of Madhya Pradesh, India. This locality has thrown light on a rich Acheulian 

assemblage, dominated by an unusually high frequency of bifaces, quite a good number of 

bolas within a limited area, and recycling activity of unusual nature. It is also important to 

note that despite being away from the raw material source area, a high density of large-sized 

finished artefacts has been found on quartzite and quartzitic sandstone in the basaltic zone. 

A brief preliminary observation on the lithic assemblage has been discussed in this paper. 
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2. Soil Micromorphological Analysis of Sediments from Cave and Rock Shelter Sites, Kiphire 

District, Nagaland  

Sean Taylor, Sayantani Neogi, Tiatoshi Jamir and David Tetso 

 

This paper presents the initial findings of the geoarchaeological investigation of four caves 

located in the Kiphire District of Nagaland, India. This is a region characterised by 

limestone karst, and steep hills are dissected by deeply cut stream valleys. The vegetation is 

dominated by tropical and sub-tropical evergreen forests. This makes the region challenging 

for communication and mobility not only in the present but also perhaps in the past. 

Prehistoric research in Nagaland is focussed on gathering archaeological data, understanding 

the timing of human occupation, and determining the influence of Quaternary global climate 

oscillations to prehistoric cultural developments in the region. Caves are one of the best 

sources of information as their sedimentary sequence contains often well-preserved cultural 

and associated environmental data within a dateable matrix. In this study, the stratigraphic 

contexts are described using soil micromorphology. 
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3. Preliminary Results on the Palaeovegetation Reconstruction during the Holocene from Bari 

Lake, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh 

Anjali Trivedi, M.S. Chauhan and Anupam Sharma 
 
  The preliminary palynological analysis of 25 samples from 0-125 cm depth from a 210 cm 

in-depth sediment profile from the Bari Lake, Lucknow District, Uttar Pradesh has been 

completed. The study revealed that at 0-55 cm, the region supported open grassland 

vegetation mainly comprising grasses with scanty trees of Holoptelea sp., Symplocos sp. and 



Acacia sp. under a cool and dry climate. From 55-125 cm depth, the immigration of more 

trees viz., Shorea sp., Holoptelea sp., Acacia sp., Bombax ceiba, and Aegle marmelos, 

etc.and groves of forest interspersed with grassland got established due to amelioration 

climate. The increment tree taxa suggest a warm and humid climate in the region. 

Interestingly, the retrieval of Cerealia and other cultural pollen taxa reveals the evidence of 

agricultural practices since 7500 yrs BP in the region. 
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4. Formation Processes and the Problems of Interpretation of the Human Skeletal Record in 

Archaeology: A Case Study with reference to the Deccan Neolithic-Chalcolithic Perspective 

S.R. Walimbe 
 

The taphonomical approach in the study of accumulation and modification of osteological 

assemblages from a site formation perspective takes into account the role of physical, 

chemical, geological, and biological surroundings in the patterning of the evidence. These 

agents and causal mechanisms influence the lifeways to a great extent and probably 

accelerate the development of cultural patterns. The present study deals with the post-

mortem fate of human bones in the archaeological context with special reference to the 

Deccan Neolithic-Chalcolithic cultural phase. The formation process of the human skeletal 

record has been discussed in two phases. The modifications of the surfaces and internal 

structures of bone are briefly mentioned, followed by the issues related to the interpretation 

of the decomposed burials in the archaeological context. The Deccan early agro-pastoral 

communities followed the custom of burying the dead within habitation. This custom must 

have had large-scale consequences on the prevailing cultural and environmental systems. 

The archaeological approach in interpreting the evidence seldom takes into account the basic 

taphonomical issues and its impact on the life of the surviving population. 
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5. Preliminary Report on the Excavations at the Chalcolithic Site of Asuradhipa, Kanchilo 

Village, District Khurdha, Odisha 

Shantanu Vaidya, Rabindra Kumar Mohanty, Sunil Kumar Patnaik, Sushama G. Deo, 

Varad Sabnis, Jayendra Joglekar, Pankaj Goyal, Kunil Kumar Behera, Saumyashree 

Moharana, Rahul Kumar Verma, Himanshu Shekhar, Prasanta Kumar Jena, D. Chandan 

Kumar and P.P. Joglekar 
 

The excavations at the site of Asuradhipa in Odisha proved fruitful, as it brought to light 

some unknown aspects of the Neolithic-Chalcolithic period in the region. The excavations 

also proved useful in understanding how human adaptations to the local ecology and 

landscape processes underwent changes over a period of time. The site yielded a number of 

grounded and polished stone tools and a few bone tools, ceramics and faunal remains along 

with dwellings and activity areas. 
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6. Excavation at Nokpu: A Naga-Ahom Perspective 

Aokumla Walling 

 

The excavation carried out at abandoned old village Nokpu, District Mokokchung, Nagaland 

has brought to light new features on the Naga-Ahom contact during the Ahom rule in the 

Brahmaputra Valley (1228-1826 CE). The village is located on the border between the 

plains of Brahmaputra and Naga Hills and the excavations yielded a good number of hand-

made wares along with wheel-made wares. The recovery of beads and other botanical 

remains are also significant towards authenticating the history of contact between the plains 

and the hill people during the pre-colonial period. This excavation, together with the use of 

the oral narratives and literary texts gives ample scope towards working with an 

interdisciplinary approach to understanding the archaeology of the Naga-Ahom relationship. 
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7. Beads from the Excavated Site of Deltihuda, Talagarh, Odisha 

Umakanta Mishra, Subrata K. Acharya, Patitapaban Mishra, Rabindra Kumar Mohanty, 

Shibanarayan Bihari and Kunil Kumar Behera 
 

The third season of excavation at Deltihuda mounds in Talagarh village in 2016-17 revealed 

a bead manufacturing workshop with remains of a partially exposed furnace, bead debitage, 

polishers, and a number of finished and unfinished beads. This is the first evidence of a bead 

manufacturing centre found in any of the excavated settlements belonging to the Early 

Farming Culture/societies in the eastern part of Odisha. The paper describes the variety of 

beads found, and also throws light on the possible manufacturing process through XRD and 

poly-section analysis under stereomicroscope. Micro ring and disc beads which appear to be 

steatite to the naked eye revealed quartz alone in XRD analysis, while the drum-shaped 

beads and ear studs showed quartz with low cristobalite. This raised questions about the 

manufacturing methods. In addition to these micro-beads, beads of different sizes made 

using agate, chalcedony, jasper, and of other material were also found. 
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8. Preliminary Findings of the Exploration in Baraut Tehsil of Baghpat District, Uttar Pradesh  

Rahul Kumar Verma, Saumyashree Moharana and S.K. Manjul 
 

This paper deals with the explorations that had been carried out in the Baraut Tehsil of 

Baghpat District, Uttar Pradesh in the year 2018. The explorations aimed at locating 

archaeological sites with a specific focus on Painted Grey Ware (PGW) and Kushan period 

sites. This work was conducted when the excavation at Barnawa by the ASI was in progress. 

The findings from the stratified contexts at Barnawa were used to assign cultural contexts to 

the archaeological material observed/recovered during explorations. 
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9. Stone Jars of Assam: Recent Discoveries 

Tilok Thakuria and Uttam Bathari 
 

The stone jars of Assam are a unique piece of archaeological evidence from India that were 

first reported in 1929 by J.P. Mills and J.H. Hutton. The sites from where they are located lie 

in the Dima-Hasao District of Assam. The present paper reports new discoveries of stone jar 

sites in the district along with previous documented reports of the stone jar sites. This paper 

highlights the pattern of distribution, morphology and attributes of the jars. It also carries a 

report on the newly discovered engravings at Hojai Dobongling 
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10.  Understanding Ancient Zinc Technology: An Experimental Study 

Alok Kumar Kanungo, K. Raviteja, Oishi Roy and Jeewan Singh Kharakwal 
 

The ancient zinc furnace at Zawar was excavated in December 1983, and since then, there 

have been a number of publications on the same. With these, the antiquity of zinc mining in 

the Zawarmala has been traced back to 5th century BCE, and the production of metallic zinc 

to 9th century CE. It has been further postulated that the method of zinc extraction has been 

a downward distillation process. The furnace, the retorts and the pyrotechnology that has 

been recorded is one of its kinds and thus a local innovation. Based on the findings, 

archaeometallurgical investigations were carried out and, on the basis of derived data, the 

furnace which was probably used for zinc smelting was conjecturally recreated. Bringing 

the raw material from the original source and following the published literature, the authors 

carried out an experimental zinc extraction at Indian Institute of Technology, Gandhinagar. 

Following which, they analysed both the retorts and zincs from Zawarmala, and what they 

obtained in their experimental study under XRD. The present paper is an outcome of this 

experimental study. 
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